
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, 5 May, 2009

Between 7pm and 7.15pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Absent
Val Corbett Vice Chairman in Chair
Ron Holden
Harry Scott
Clive Emerson

In attendance
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk

1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and AGREED from 1) John Hartshorne, who was unable to attend the 
annual general meeting due to illness and 2) Sarah Robson, who was unable to attend the annual 
general meeting due to family commitments.

2.  Minutes of the last annual general meeting
The minutes of the last annual general meeting had been circulated and AGREED at the meeting of 
the Parish Council held on 4 June, 2008.

3.  Election of Officers 
The Parish Clerk invited nominations for the positions of Chairman and Vice Chairman for the 
coming year.

Mr. John Hartshorne was proposed as Chairman by Clive Emerson and seconded by Ron Holden. 
Members AGREED.

Mrs. Val Corbett was proposed as Vice Chairman by Harry Scott and seconded by Clive Emerson. 
Members AGREED.

4.  Summary of the year’s activity
A detailed report had been circulated outlining the progress on or resolution of a number of village 
issues during the year.  Progress: 1) Northumberland County Council (NCC) intended to survey the 
dilapidated Children Playing sign at the junction of Brierley Gardens and the Hopefoot road with a view 
to replacing it; 2) Estimates were to be sought in the near future for work related to the repair or 
maintenance of public seating and playground equipment (this work has been postponed from 
Autumn 2008); 3) NCC intended to replace the damaged crash barrier at the bus shelter in May, 2009. 
The delay in undertaking this work had been because of financial constraints in the lead up to the new 
unitary authority; 4) The MOD had been asked to cover or remove the signpost to Otterburn Camp 
situated at the junction of the A696 and the Hopefoot road. This was considered essential in an effort 
to avoid over use of the road by traffic visiting the camp; 5) The Rede, Tyne & Coquet Sports Centre 
had been asked if it would be possible to renew the sign at the centre’s entrance; 6) The litter bin 
beside Otterburn Club was to be replaced in May, 2009; 7) Resurfacing of the road in the upper part of 
Brierley Gardens was to be surveyed by NCC with the promise of, at least, remedial work to fill pot 
holes.  Resolution: 1) The footpath to Otterburn Mill had been completed; 2) The dog waste bins had 
been removed and a single green bin replaced one of these on the Hopefoot road which was emptied 
fortnightly by NCC; 3) Dennis’ Lane had been resurfaced and the street light repaired.

IT WAS AGREED that this report be adopted.
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5.  Report from County Councillor and questions 
Councillor John Riddle was unable to attend the annual general meeting but had attended the ordinary 
meeting of the Parish Council on 7 April, 2009 when he had reported on the new unitary local 
authority in Northumberland and other relevant local issues.  

IT WAS AGREED that the minutes of the Parish Council’s meeting held on 7 April, 2009 record this 
discussion in detail and that for the purpose of this item they shall represent a sufficient record.

6.  Any other business
There was no other business
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